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Words are the strongest way to convey whatever you want to say.  It is essential to give words to 
your feelings and to pen the ideas. Words accompanied with images deliver the thoughts in the most 
pragmatic way. They help us connect, collaborate and share.  
 
Imagine a world without communication, where there was no interaction between people. How small 
and uninformed we all would have been and human race would have never evolved. Fostering the 
idea of staying connected and being aware of everything that concerns us, we bring to you the first 
edition of Livewire, the District 41 monthly newsletter that summarizes the happenings of the 
Toastmasters across this vibrant district.  
 
While thinking of the name for the newsletter, we zeroed on “Livewire” because the District 41 family 
is vibrant and agile, we all are enthusiastic about Toastmasters and there is always something 
interesting happening around. The verve, the zeal and the plethora of action make us indeed an 
electrifying group of people. So indeed we are like a Livewire in which the zeal is always flowing. 
 
It is just a beginning of bond we like to share for next 12 months. Promising you some vibrant and 
electrifying issues of Livewire that connect us all.  District 41 members have always collaborated and 
made every initiative successful. So expecting the same support as far as Livewire is concerned. 
 

 
 

Welcome to Livewire 
 

Reach out to members and readers across various 
cities and clubs. Promote your brand, business or 
club in Livewire. For advertisements (details and 
rates) please write to 
district41newsletter.tm@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:district41newsletter.tm@gmail.com
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From the Editor 
 

Neha Agarwal 
ACG,ALB 
 

Aakash Takkar 
Graphics Designer 

 
 

Toastmasters has always given me happiness. Looking back I can 
say that I have become a better person and a more confident 
individual ever since I joined Toastmasters.  District 41 has always 
blessed me with love and opportunities. In this beautiful journey, I 
have seemingly gone through so many avenues, learning so much 
and embracing newer ideas.  
 
My journey with Toastmasters transcends in sync with my life and as I 
spend each day I feel more passionate about this institution.  
Recently I was endowed with a new role of motherhood in real life, it 
is exciting and loving, but it is challenging as well. Similarly in this 
newest role as the District Newsletter Editor, I would face challenges 
but I would learn in the process. I seek your support and guidance as 
always.  
 
The motto for this year is “We Can & We Will” and we are committed 
to create new benchmarks in every arena. Let us make sure we all 
work collaboratively and do better in every arena. 
 
Keep sending in your ideas, writings, club success stories, events, 
feedback and comments to district41newsletter@gmail.com or 
connect with the Newsletter team. We shall be honored to hear from 
you.  
 
Along with Aakash Takkar and Nikhil Gupta, I embark on a new 
connection with my extended family, District 41 Toastmasters. So let 
the spark in the LIVEWIRE be always there and let’s connect. 
 

Nikhil Gupta 
Content Collaborator 

 
 

mailto:district41newsletter@gmail.com
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District 41 is committed to excellence and collaborated service to its members. The goal is not just 
to help members achieve their objectives and milestones in Toastmasters arena but also act as an 
enabler to help them make a difference in their lives outside toastmasters.  We began the year 
2015-16 with a commitment that we will move ahead in a collaborated way. The idea #141 helped 
us achieve what we had targeted. Our main focus was to collaborate and make sure that each club 
in the district was an integral part of the overall success.  
 
The collaboration and planned efforts, strategic planning and the ability to manifest the plan into 
action is what resulted in glorious victory. We achieved World Number 3 status in the Toastmasters 
International Charts.  
 
The success is result of all the hard work each member and officer had put in. Everyone made sure 
to stay connected with the members and worked relentlessly to achieve success.  
We moved ahead, keeping conflicts aside and goals in the focus.  
 
We have achieved a distinguished milestone but there are many more avenues to explore and 
many more pinnacles of success that District 41 has to reach.  
 
As we begin with the new Toastmasters year District 41 team wishes all the members Best of Luck. 

 
 
 

We Ranked Number 3 in World 
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One evening in January 2012, I was told about Toastmasters by a 
Communications Trainer and I joined the club next morning. It has 
been a wonderful journey starting from ice breaker to 
Distinguished Toastmaster (DTM) and from Club VP Education to 
District Director. 
Toastmasters has literally transformed my life in many ways. It has 
made me a better Communicator, better Manager, a Thinker & a 
Leader.  
 
My attachment to ‘karma’ keeps me going and the very fact that 
every effect is created by a cause keeps me going. Every small 
improvement in people and processes motivates me to do a little 
more. 
 
Numbers & power of teams inspires me! In the present session of 
‘2016-17’ my aim is to help the District become Number#1 in the 
world, push 16 members to reach the pinnacle of their 
Toastmasters journey by becoming DTM, 200 members to achieve 
Triple Crown and all clubs to become Distinguished. 
I am fully sure that with the support from every member in the 
District, we will certainly reach these numbers and that too, ahead 
of time. 

 
Wishing you All the very best for your Toastmasters journey. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Message from the District Director 
 

Mukesh Kulothia, DTM 
 

'We build new clubs and support all in 
achieving excellence 

 

District Mission 
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I have been a Toastmaster for 4 years. When I started my journey 
little did I know that there was so much of learning that in store for 
me.  In the initial one year, I gave only two speeches till I left my first 
club and joined a community club. I realized over this one year that 
the learning was very little as my participation was little. 
Toastmasters International is primarily a communication and 
leadership development organization.  
 
While we practice leadership by playing various roles in club 
meetings, by being in the club executive committee or by being in the 
District executive committee, we develop and become better and 
effective communicator only when we participate in meetings as a 
speaker and keep the momentum of giving speeches. 
 
Last year, we became #3 in the world and this year we not only intend 
to surpass it but also become #1 in the world. We have a strong 
membership of over 2500 in 103 clubs & the dream of becoming #1 
will become reality when all the 103 clubs become Distinguished 
Clubs. This year our focus is to help every member achieve 
excellence by providing them with all the necessary support and tools 
to accomplish their mission of joining Toastmasters. When members 
accomplish their personal goals, it becomes easier for the clubs to 
become Distinguished Clubs and beyond. 
 
As I took the office of Program Quality Director on 1st July 2016, I 
made a goal for myself - enhancing the quality of training and 
education in the District. This will not only result in better club quality 
meetings but will also help in member retention and addition of new 
members to the club. We have got an excellent start by being through 
quality District Officer Training & Club Officer Training Programs 
where hundreds of Toastmasters participated and got trained for 
performing their roles better. We learned the importance of 
Distinguished Club Program & the qualifying criterion to participate in 
this program. Now, it’s time to put all that we have learned into 
practice. Let us together achieve this dream. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from the  

Program Quality Director 
 
 

Pallav Verma, 
ACS,ALS 
 

Pallav Verma 
ACS, ALS 
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Dear Toastmasters,  
 
Congratulations for becoming President Distinguished and this is an 
achievement of every Toastmaster in District 41.  You all made it 
possible. Thank you so much!!! 
 
It is not important where you are today, but it is important where you 
want to go!!  You can ask any Toastmaster, he/she can relate his/her 
journey of toastmasters with this statement. “Somebody pushed me 
into Toastmasters, I was a terrible speaker and I never thought that this 
would be so insightful and enriching journey for me.  Today I have come 
a long way because of Toastmasters”.  
 
My response to any such statement always is, yes Toastmasters or any 
other opportunity that comes your way will definitely play a major role 
in your growth, however, it is YOU who made the choice to join 
Toastmasters. As rightly said, awareness precedes choices and 
choices precede results.  To be successful in Toastmasters or in any 
other area of life, the first thing is awareness.  
 
Are we aware about things happenings around us? Are we aware what 
kind of skills do we need to enhance our professional growth? Are we 
aware what the DCP Goals are? Are we are aware what is important, 
CC or CL? Are we aware what kind of growth is possible in 
Toastmasters as a Leader and as a Communicator?  Are we aware 
that there is a something called “Resonance” and “Oration”.  Once we 
have awareness, we tend to make right choices, which lead to 
imminent results.  I am sure every member of District 41 will make 
intelligent choices for self to derive stupendous results.  
 
We have done a good job last year by achieving PDD status, but I have 
always believed that good is an enemy to greatness.  Now journey is 
towards “greatness”.  We have done it in the past and we can repeat it 
too. It will only be possible if we carry on the momentum with which we 
had started the year. This momentum will start from you and from your 
club and will slowly spread in the whole district.  

 
 

  

Deepak K Sharma, DTM 
 

Message from the 

 Club Growth Director 
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Message from the Immediate 

Past District Director 
 

“Finally our wait is over. It was 23rd July 2:09 PM IST. I received a 
call from International President Jim Kokocki, DTM. District 41 
achieved #3 rank in 2015-16. Thanks a lot for your call :) 
 
This is a special moment for us to celebrate. Everyone has put one’s 
sincere efforts and collaborated to reach out to members as per 
theme of the year "Members First, Lets Collaborate". 
We are No. 2 in % payments; We are No. 3 in % of Distinguished 
Clubs (and overall ranking); We are %5 in % of Club Growth; 5/6 
Divisions are President Distinguished Division and 1 is Select 
Distinguished Division; 11/ 22 Areas are President Distinguished 
Areas, 7/22 Select Distinguished Areas, and 3 are Distinguished 
Areas ; 27 Clubs are President Distinguished Clubs, 31 Select 
Distinguished clubs and 20 are Distinguished Clubs." 
 
Success does not come easy and one needs to burn midnight oil for 
it. However the fruit of hard work is sweet and I am proud to say that 
entire team of District 41 worked around the clock for entire year to 
deliver what was expected of them.  
 
We started last year on Collaboration theme and it helped us stay 
focused and determined for our goal. As I pass the baton to Mukesh 
in the Role of District Director for this term, I expect and request 
same collaboration from all of you. Together we are much more than 
what we are individually. Once again thanks for everything, thanks 
for your support and looking forward to create more success stories 
with you all. 
 

Neeraj Gupta, DTM 
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District Officers Training Program 

 
“Your role as a leader is even more important than you might imagine. You have the power to help 
people become winners.” ― Ken Blanchard. 
 
Keeping the above message in consideration, the District Officers Training Program was conducted 
to impart training to newly elected and appointed district leaders. 
 
 
District Officer Training Program was well organized and very well attended. The environment was 
conducive to development of relationships with a three-day intimate setting. Its broad focus on 
enhancing club quality and effective administration makes it an excellent resource for new officers to 
disseminate their fresh ideas. 
 
DOTP agenda included activities such as Team building activities, Review of 2015-16, Budget and 
claims, Enhancing Club Quality, Formulating Division and Area Success Plans and many more. 
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Neeraj Gupta, DTM, Immediate Past District Director shared the insights about the last year. 
Various sessions on PR, Finance, Area and Division functions, District Website etc were covered 
in-depth.  
 
Training session by Dr. Punita Singh, DTM on conducting Moments of Truth was helpful. The ex- 
Com members connected with each other and the message of “We Can and We Will” was highly 
appreciated by everyone. The three day program was indeed vital for the officers and laid a 
foundation for the amazing year ahead. 
 
District 41 Officers Training program held at Hotel Maple Express, New Delhi amalgamated 
learning, fun and networking. The executive committee of the district met and spent 3 days of 
learning and collaboration, to decide upon the strategies, approaches and plans for the coming 
year. The goal was to facilitate each officer with the information that helps them perform their roles 
with excellence.  
 
The sessions were planned to make sure each and every aspect was touched upon and the 
officers are well informed about their duties. We had sessions from Past District Director Dr. Reet 
Arora, DTM. 
The benchmarks have been raised high by the previous team of District Officers and the incoming 
team has their work cut out for them! We are confident that they will take District 41 to higher levels 
and wish all Division Directors, Area Directors and other District Officers a spectacular year ahead! 
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District 41 Events & News 
 

 
Dehradun Toastmasters Club in Leading Daily Newspaper 
 

 

Keep sharing your Club’s Best practices and 
events with us. We will be glad to share those 

with the district. 
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  Division Club Offices Training Programs 

 
 
The first COTP & JTP in Delhi/NCR (for this year) was conducted in Gurgaon on July 16 and was 
attended by Toastmasters from over 30 clubs in Delhi/NCR. 
  
On Saturday, 23rd July 2016, we had the COTP for Divisions F & G (Delhi area).We saw around 140 
Toastmasters from over 25 clubs in Delhi/NCR turn up for the event. 
 
On Sunday, 24th July 2016, we had the COTP in Noida. 140 Toastmasters from over 25 clubs across 
NCR turned up for the event. 
 
The COTP for Areas H3 & H4 COTP was conducted in Bhubaneshwar on Saturday 23rd July, and 
in Kolkata for Area H1 & H2 COTP on Sunday, 24th July. 
 
Division I (Punjab, Himachal & Uttarakhand) COTP was conducted on July 17th, 2016 and was 
attended by around 70 people from 9 Clubs at Infosys Chandigarh campus. 
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  Speech Craft Sessions  
Several speech craft sessions are lined up in the coming days that impart high end training, The 
Train the Trainer session by Dr Reet Arora, is planned in the month of August. 
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 District Leaders 
 

At District 41, Leadership is about service. As leaders, we all are committed to provide help and 
assistance to each of our members to achieve their desired goals. It is about collaboration and 
commitment in Toastmasters and we are humbled by the responsibility bestowed upon us.  Each 
leader is available for your help and assists members in different areas. Every leader has a specific 
role to provide to members and the service they need but is not limited to their role only.  As the 
year goes by, we request members and fellow leaders to keep on supporting their leaders to 
achieve excellence.  
 

To know more about the District 41 2016-17 leaders visit http://www.d41tm.in/leaders/# 

http://www.d41tm.in/leaders/
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The punch was extraordinarily powerful and rendered the challenger helpless, breaking his lower ribs. 
Blood oozed out of his mouth but he didn’t make any sound. The boxer kept on smashing his fist onto 
him, as hard as he could…his eyes fixated only towards the championship cup…his ears listened only 
to the audiences’ cheers…his mind imagined only him standing as the last person. The cheers of 
audience slowly faded into silence and then abruptly evolved into screams. The referee was too scared 
to go nearby the boxer and thus kept blowing his whistle like a madman. 
 
 The punches did not stop until the mallet hit the gong and marked the end of the round. The boxer pulled 
himself away from his challenger and it was then he saw the disaster he had committed. The opponent 
stood fixed to the pillar, holding the ropes on both his sides. There were numerous scars on all across 
his chest and stomach and deep bruises all over his face. His body was too weak to balance itself and 
he fell on the floor with a heavy thud. An uncomfortable silence filled the arena. Everyone sat still fixed 
to their seats and their eyes transfixed to the ring… hoping for a slight movement…wishing for a sign of 
breathes…praying that he was not dead… 
 
It was the final boxing match of the season and Ayaan was the challenger challenging the championship 
title. Ayaan had always wanted to follow in the footsteps of his superhero – his father, a failed boxer. His 
match was against a veteran boxer – the winner of the title for the past ten years. The boxer was known 
for his knockout matches and none of his opponent had ever made out alive from the ring. Ayaan knew 
that the fight was his only opportunity to seek redemption for his father and to prove everyone that his 
hero was not a loser. 
 
 The referee ran towards the challenger, pushing away the boxer who stood on his way. He bent over 
Ayan’s body and held his wrist, trying to feel a pulse. He was lost in his thoughts for a moment when all 
of a sudden he felt a pump in the veins of the wrist. He jumped away from the body in shock, unable to 
believe himself .There was still a last round to be fought …a final match to be won…a last redemption to 
be sought. Ayan gathered all his strength and pulled his numbed parts together. Yelling and screaming 
in pain, he at last stood on his feet, held up his fists and with a smirk on his blood-quenched face teased 
the boxer to try to hit him again. Each one of the soul, including the judges, stood up from their seats in 
shock and surprise, unable to fathom the situation. Amidst the silence of the audience and the cries of 
Ayaan’s, the nonplussed boxer ran towards the challenger aimlessly… 
 

Be a Challenger!!! 
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“What could have happened next?” The old man asked the teenagers in the class, closing his diary. 
The students gave the teacher a mixed response. Some, who admired Ayaan’s courage, wanted him 
to win the final round. Some, who were being practical, said Ayaan would lose the match. 
The old man smiled and replied, “It is not important who won-may be the boxer or Ayaan. It doesn’t 
matter how many times you can get hit or how many times you fall… What matters most is that you 
stand back on your feet after facing all those punches, And once you get up, you won’t fall ever 
again…no matter how hard you get hit”  
 
The bell rang yet everyone sat waiting for the old-man to reveal the end…but he did not say a word. 
His message was profound and deeper than the end result of the match. Slowly, the class dispersed 
and as the last student left the threshold, the old man took out his torn wallet from his back pocket of 
trouser and opened it.  
 
There it was…a yellowish almost crumpled small photograph of a boxer. He pulled it out safely and 
kissed it. Tears rolled down his wrinkled scarred skin as he said softly… 
 “Dad…I won… 

 
” Shoumodip Roy 

From  
Shoumodip Roy 
In-Steel Toastmasters Club 
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You live, but with bits and broken pieces, 
Wait for the right time, and the blow of wishes. 
 
It’s true, life kicks you hard like a smack, 
But it's not that you cannot give it back. 
So take your chances and give it a go, 
Who knows where you might finally flow. 
 
Never grow old, on others' conditions, 
It’s your life, so live on your own build mansion. 
You will feel hurdles & hurdles, I mean it, 
That's why life is a beautiful struggle, accept it. 
 
~ Inspired by the down time of my life. 
 
 

 
By  
Shailesh Bansal 
CB&I India Club 

Life  

is a 

 beautiful  

struggle 
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The Semi Annual Conference of District 41 is all about learning, connecting with fellow 
Toastmasters. So register for Resonance 2016 to be held in Greater Noida for an experience of 
lifetime. Witness Speech Contests and enriching educational sessions alongwith fun filled activities. 
Resonance 2016 will happen at a world class venue, Radisson Blu hotel to guarantee you luxurious 
stay alongwith amazing experience. For details visit https://www.facebook.com/D41Resonance2016/ 
 
http://www.d41tm.in/resonance-3/ 

 

Resonance 2016 

https://www.facebook.com/D41Resonance2016/
http://www.d41tm.in/resonance-3/
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See the unseen 
Love the orphaned 
Give the needy 
But, take only love 
Because 
Only if you choose to see, 
You can see your child in an orphan 
Only if you choose to see, 
You can see your hungry self in a needy 
Because everything goes unseen 
Even before our eyes 
 
See the unseen 
Help the helpless 
Empathize with pain 
But, take only blessings 
Because 
Only if you choose to see, 
You can see your parent in a disowned old man 
Only if you choose to see, 
You can see the pain of losing a dear one 
Because everything goes unseen 
Even before our eyes 
 
By: 
 
Tejaswi Mahadeepa, CL 
TCS Maitree Toastmaster Club GG6 
 
 
 

 
See the unseen 
Appreciate without envy 
Lead with love 
But, take no credit 
Because 
Only if you choose to see, 
You can see the joy of giving 
Only if you choose to see,  
You can see the love blossom 
 

See the Unseen 
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Oration 2016 in Pictures 

Oration-2016, the annual district 
conference of District-41 was an 
amazing conference with a lot of 
collaboration, erudition and an 
immense amount of networking. 
Grand Orators Assemblage was 
what GOA signified, as it was the 
annual orators’ festival 
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District 41 Initiatives & Awards 
District 41 has announced a variety of awards and recognition for members, clubs and 
officers. For a complete list of Initiatives and Awards visit the District 41 official website and 
links below  
http://www.d41tm.in/district-director-awards/ 
http://www.d41tm.in/program-quality-awards/ 
http://www.d41tm.in/club-growth-awards/ 
http://www.d41tm.in/pr-awards/ 
 

http://www.d41tm.in/district-director-awards/
http://www.d41tm.in/program-quality-awards/
http://www.d41tm.in/club-growth-awards/
http://www.d41tm.in/pr-awards/
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Thank you and keep sending your articles, 
write-ups, poems, club events and stories to 
district41newsletter.tm@gmail.com. 

 


